—— ee ee 


eS ee | ee SRE a GLa 
om PLL GAN ORN GL CAG GL TLIO EL TALS UIT TUES TRA TERE JES La J NGI 87; rs] 


MANA NO A hl * lied at a tee wel ; “le 















= | 
| | ‘ 
°Y A Brief | 
a5 ; ; ‘ i 
e ~ oe Ali stortcal ! 
ry i : f 
1 by 
* Sketch 
: : Z| 
" zai 
) | 
ir ant | 
: 
> 
Glarks Grove, Minn. rai 
4s p 
= I | 
Psy : i 
=A | 
© ar 
j ‘ | oS 
= 
I- | sf 
a! : »' 4, 4 ‘af 
rs | $ “is Poff 
es a 
- | z 
iy ~ . 7 ! 
Ke =3 3 
=! ; - 
Pay 4 d / ‘ 
a Subitlee Anniversary a 
a ie" . | d ; i ef 
oF } c . 7 ~ 
be 1863.4... @egpber Mth * os A983, = 
x <_ : Ss = * 
‘ = . ee , ~ 
Gili artiZay ae TaN RBNIVAN ONY @\iPayi/@) ia) ti aN (a) i) a \ iw) ew iv) ONDE) eae Leap 
" i, ‘ 4 Ke -,” te" r % 
‘ me wompese 5 ary < ty 
‘ , , 7 per « t 1 
m > : ae e 2% &" . * 


A Brief 
Historical Sketch 


of the 


First Danish Baptist Church 


Clarks Grove. Minnesota 





— 





THE PRESENT CHURCH 
1863 October Lith 1923 


Sixty Years Jubilee Anniversary 


“Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.”—I Sam. 7;12. 
—4 6 


Compiled by the present pastor, A. W. Warren 


Published by 
THE FIRST DANISH BAPTIST CHURCH 


CLARKS GROVE, MINN, 
1923 


By Way of Introduction 


“There’s a church in the valley by the wildwood, 
No lovelier place in the dale, 

No spot is so dear to my childhood 

As the little brown church in the vale.” 


To many a reader of this brief historical sketch, the verse above 
will touch the tender strings of memory. You will not merely chant 
about “the little brown church in the vale," but you will see it very 
clearly in your mind, as in days of long ago, you wancered over coun- 
try roads and bypaths to its services. I trust that to each of us 
alike there shall come a deep glow of affection and a quick warmth of 
feeling, yea, perhaps a tear or two as we recall the church of our 
yesterdays. 


At the annual meeting, Jan. 31, 1923, the church voted to cele- 
brate its sixtieth anniversary in October, 1923, and to prepare and 
publish a brief historical sketch of the church. The undersigned was 
requested to undertake the task. The material has been gathered 
by perusal of papers, books, letters, and a great many interviews. It 
was felt that if somewhat leading events of the church, in connec- 
tion with its development and growth, was not now put into printed 
form, it would likely lead to forgetfulness of many interesting hap- 
penings from earlier pioneer days. 


This little booklet is written with several objects in view. Above 
all that we might as a church be helped to recall the providential 
leading of God during these past sixty years, expressing with the 
psalmist of old: “Not unto us, O Jehovah, not unto us, but unto thy 
name give glory, for thy loving kindness, and for thy truth’s sake.”— 
Ps. 115:1- It is also written with the sincere hope, that future gen- 
erations may come to understand in a still deeper sense how great 
their inheritance is. That the church is an inheritance of great price, 
and that we must ardently give it our zeal and build in it the altar 
of our devotion, in order to be fully worthy the name and the faith of 
our fathers. 


We are fully conscious of the limitations to this effort, and 
humbly beg the indulgence of all concerned, those mentioned as well 
as those not mentioned; and as this little booklet goes forth on its 
errand, may it tell the story of His doings to present and future 
generations, that the name of our God shall be magnified. 


October, 1923 A. W. WARREN. 
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THE FIRST HOUSE IN FREEBORN COUNTY 
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A BRIEF HISTORICAL SKETCH 


— of the — 


First DanisH Baptist CuurcH 


Clarks Grove, Minnesota 


RECORD OF SIXTY YEARS 
1863 — 1923 


I cannot tell how the truth may be: 
I say the tale as ’twas said to me. 


—Sir Walter Scott. 


CHAPTER I. 


A Bit Ahead 


Freeborn county is a rolling prairie, that in its early history was 
covered with natural woods, embracing lovely lakes and beautiful 
streams, and surfaced with rich, deep soil, giving it a place of high 
rank of Minnesota’s agricultural territories. It is therefore not to 
be wondered at, that the sturdy Danes from across the sea, upon their 
arrival in this country in search for homes of their own, should settle 
down in this county of Southern Minnesota bearing its name after an 
early pioneer, William Freeborn. 


Until the coming of the whites, the territory was the home and 
hunting grounds of the Indians. Several records lead us to believe, 
that this county was very familiar to the Sioux Indians, and several 
other tribes. Some can still remember when the last few Indians, 
living a little way east of the present Clarks Grove village left west- 
ward in 1865. In the early part of August, 1851, Freeborn county 
was opened to white settlement. The first visit by white men was 
made, according to records given, on Wednesday, July 29th, 1835. 
The first public flag raising in Freeborn county appezcrs to have been 
held on July 4th, 1856. The first settler of whom any record has been 
left came in the spring of 1853; and the first claim in the township 
of Bath was proved up in 1856. The town of Bath was originally 
called Porter, and later changed to its present name, Bath. The 
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Village of Clarks Grove, where the church is located, bears its name 
after an early settler J. Mead Clark. His grove being a conspicuous 
feature of the landscape, the surrounding territory became known as 
Clarks Grove. 

The first religious service held in Freeborn county was in Moscow 
township, where Rev. 8S. N. Phelps preached the first gospel sermon 
ever heard in the county. It was on August 31st, 1856. A picture of 
this first servant of God in the county may be seen at the Albert Lea 
library. The first religious service held in the vicinity of our present 
church field was held by Rev. L. Jorgensen, pastor of the Danish 
Baptist church at Raymond, Wis., in the late summer of 1863; as we 
shall see in a more detailed manner, 


CHAPTER IL. 


The History of the Church 


Ring in the valiant man and free 

The larger heart, the kindlier hand; 
Ring out the darkness of the land, 

Ring in the Christ that is to be. 


—Tennyson. 


This was done in 1863. Was the year 1863 an important and event- 
ful year to Freeborn county? Turning to the history of Freeborn 
county written by able and prominent men, and published not a great 
many years ago, we read concerning 1863: “Little of vital interest, 
outside of the incidents connected with the Civil War, took place in 
the county this year.” Is there no other answer? Yes, thank God 
there is! The year 1863 was a year of very great importance to the 
county and to Minnesota and many other parts of the world. A church 
was born! “For who will despise the day of small beginnings?”’— 
Zech 4:10. We shall indeed see a unique unfolding of the Divine plan 
and of the sweet influences of the religion of Jesus Christ upon a 
community that was to be. 

In the year 1861 two or three young couples were united in the 
sacred bonds of marriage at Raymond, Wis. They were all 
members of the Danish Baptist church which was organized in Ray- 
mond, November, the 10th, 1856. Now after their marriage they began 
looking for a home of their own. We are told that they are inter- 
ested in the far-off and but little explored West. Their interest 
spreads to others, and in the early summer of 1863, after many plans 
and due preparetion for the long journey, we find them starting out 
from Raymond, a little company led by their pastor, L. Jorgensen. 
Their eager faces and their hopes and anticipations are set toward 
the wild West. It was no pleasant journey they had started out on. 


FIRST DANISH BAPTIST CHURCH 9 


The strong oxen were hitched up to the big lumber wagons fixed with 
canvas covering to shield them against the burning sun as well as 
against storm and rain. Rev. J. S. Lunn, one of our well-known 
pioneer preachers, describes vividly the journey and the dangers en- 
countered, as he had been told them by the travellers in after-years. 
After many hardships, these early pioneers had blazed the way for 
others who were soon to follow. They reached Freeborn county in 
the state of Minnesota after several weeks’ travel in the fashion de- 
scribed. A distance of 120 miles west of La Crosse, by the Missis- 
sippi river. We are told they had planned to go on still farther 
West, but it was yet vividly fresh in the memory of many, that the 
year previous, several hundred white people had been slain by the 
Indians in the western counties of the state; and so they decided to 
remain, and all of them bought land. The same fall it appears that 
two more families came from Raymond, Wis., and soon the little 
Danish colony began to flourish. 


While space does not permit a lengthy description of those 
early pioneer days; yet mention ought to be made of the poverty 
and numerous difficulties and privations endured by these early set- 
tlers. There were no beautiful farm houses awaiting them, as we 
know them today. A small dwelling hastily erected out of rough logs, 
built partly into the hillside, with but one room, answered in most 
cases for years as kitchen, pantry, parlor, bedroom, and sitting-room; 
until later a more commodious home could be built. The writer has 
often talked with some of these early pioneers and heard vivid de- 
scriptions of these days of long ago, when sometimes even two fami- 
lies for*-weeks would live together in such a dugout or log cabin. It 
is not out of place to present right here an interesting contrast. To- 
day the pastor’s family lives in a beautiful parsonage with all of the 
modern conveniences of a heating plant, water system, electric 
light, etc. How did the parsonage look in those early days? Old 
Deacon L. ©. Sorenson tells how that Rev. Jens Hendriksen lived 
in a small dugout, several miles from the church. The dwelling was cov- 
ered with hay, sod and earth, often when it rained almost everything 
within got wet, and it was no unusual thing to find the honored pas- 
tor and his family in bed with an umbrella over them. This contrast 
is but the same as seen all over in our modern day; where conven- 
ient and comfortable homes have taken the place of these primitive 
dwellings. What days they must have been! Yet these early settlers 
could see the silvery lining on every cloud, and God's bow of promise. 
They are described as big, kind-hearted, social, generous and accom- 
modating folks, in spite of meager means. A far healthier spirit of 
helpfulness existed among them, than is known in our busy modern 
day, where the dollar plays so great a part in human life and en- 
deavor. 


Through it all, God wonderfully blessed them. Land was grad- 
ually cleared, but what a work it was! Rev. J. S. Lunn tells how 
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that four or five pair of oxen would be hitched up to the primitive 
clearing plow, and how that after much hard toil and difficulty 
fields were finally prepared. Thus these sturdy folks were amply 
trained in the grace of patience and hard to:l, and with grateful hearts 
they served their God and honored the Name that is above every 
Name, the blessed Name of Jesus; who in return blessed the labor 
of their hands. 





REV. L. JORGENSEN 


Organization and Recognition 


ili was said that the year 1863 was eventful in that a church 
was born. These early settlers of whom we have spoken were de- 
sirous to worship God and further his cause; and shortly after their 
arrival it appears that Rev. L. Jorgensen preached for them, and it 
was suggested that a church be organized. We shall now turn partly 
to information given us in Dr. N. 8S. Lawdahl’s book: “The History 
of Danish Baptists in America.” Concerning the organization of the 
church we find that on the eleventh day of October, 1863, a small 
group of believers met at the home of Niels Larsen, and that after 
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prayerful consideration it was decided to organize the church. [n 
the Raymond church record, No. 1, we read concerning this mat- 
ter: “The first Danish Baptist church in Minnesota was organized 
by Brother L. Jorgensen.” The organization consisted of the follow- 
ing members: H. Rasmussen and wife, Peter Peterson and wife, 
Niels Larsen and wife, Niels Hansen and wife, Peter Peterson (Jr.) 
and wife, Niels Christensen and wife, Niels C. Christiansen and wife 
and son Christian Nielsen. 


In the month of November, 1863, the church at Raymond sent a 
certificate of recognition to their brethern in Minnesota, in the Ray- 
mond records referred to, we find the following very interesting 
paragraphs: “The Danish brother church at Raymond. G-eeting. 
The grace and peace of God be with you many-fold. 


“After the return of our beloved Bro. L. Jorgensen, and his state- 
ments concerning your undertaking and conditions, and the ordina- 
tion of our worthy brother, N. Christensen on the 11th day of October, 
1863, we unanimously decided to notify you with the following points: 


“1. That we fully sympathize with your endeavors to estab- 
lish a church according to the teachings of the Scriptures. 


“2. That we hereby fully acknowledge and recognize you for 
thus called and organized of our beloved brother, L. Jorgensen and by 
the ordination of our worthy brother, N. Christensen who came from 
our midst. 


“3. That we hereby grant and give you all church membership. 


“4. That we after above-mentioned recognition as a church 
wish for you all good, blessings and prosperity in all your lawful en- 
deavors for the salvation of souls and the furtherance of the King- 
dom of our Lord Jesus Christ. May the grace of our Lord, the love 
of God our Savior, and the communion of the Holy Ghost be with 
you for time and eternity. Amen. 


“Read and approved by the church, Nov. 28th, 1863. 


L. JORGENSEN.” 


Thus the church was organized, and as L. Jorgensen desired to 
go back to Raymond, we see that on the date of the organization 
Brother N. Christensen, who had been preaching previously in Den- 
mark, was ordained to the Gospel Ministry and elected temporary 
pastor of the church. It was, however, generally understood that L. 
Jorgensen was to return and then take up the duties as regular 
pastor for them. 


At this early period the small group of believers did not find it 
possible to erect a house of worship, and the regular services were 
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held by turn at the homes of Niels Larsen, Hans Lawson and Chris- 
tian Nielsen. During the summer, 1864, several additional families 
came from Raymond, and in the fall of the same year others came 
from La Crosse, Wis. Among the latter was Rev. Jens Hendrikson, 
who passed on to his reward a good many years ago. 





REV. JENS HENDRIKSON 


Shortly after the coming of Brother Hendrikson, the temporary 
pastor, N. Christensen, identified himself with the Seventh Day Adven- 
tists, and consequently Hendrikson was elected leader and Jater pastor 
of the church. Rev. Hendrikson was ordained in the American 
Baptist church at Thompsonville, Wis., in May, 1863. He lived with 
his family for half a year at La Crosse, Wis., where he preached in 
the American Baptist church every Sunday afternoon for the Danish 
and Norwegian people of that city, until he with his family moved 
to Clarks Grove as we have seen in the fall of 1864. Rey. Hendrik- 
son lived here the most of twelve years, and in that time he travelled 
to many places preaching as he had occasion. Both at La Crosse, 
and at Cedar Falls, Ia., where he was the first worker, and where 
later a church was organized, 


As time went on and the services were well attended, it was 
found necessary to build a meeting house, and it was decided in the 
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spring of 1866 to build a log house 16x25 ft. Money was very scarce. 
It has been said that at the meeting where it was decided to build, 
a collection was taken towards the building fund which only amount- 
ed to 65 cents. Be that as it may, one thing is sure, it represented 
sacrifice and devotion. Work donated was the big thing in connec- 
tion with its construction, some did one thing, others another. Br. 
Peter Petersen hauled the first log and laid it, and thus by united 
efforts in the late fall of 1866 the log church stood completed. It was 
located near the lake on the east side of the highway right across 
from district school house No. 82. Many have worshipred here and 





THE FIRST CHURCH BUILDING 


tender words are yet spoken about how God met with his people 
there. it was also here in this log church that the Conference was 
held in 1869. 


But even previous to this God had honored his faithful children 
by blessing their efforts. On July the 2nd, 1865 the first baptismal] 
service was held. L. Jorgensen officiated, the baptism took place 
in Lake Geneva, and the candidates, of whom the two first are still 
living at the time of this writing, were Mrs. Niels Lawson, Miss Sina 
Nielsen and L. P. Lawson, who later became Superintendent of the 
Sunday School for over 50 years. 
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Attending a Church Service 


Surely you have often wished with me, that we could in some 
strange way be carried back into those days of long ago, and attend 
one of their church services! But let us do the next best thing, let 
us hear the story told. These earnest Christian men and women had 
made it their definite aim to keep true to Christ and endeavor to the 
best of their ability to further His Kingdom. They were loyal to the 
church and on Sundays at the hour for service you would see them 
come. Many came on foot over the fields and bypaths. Such as were 
fortunate to have a lumber wagon would come in that pulled by a 
pair of oxen, that in due season by their loud roaring, would help the 
preacher to realize that time somehow was up. It was a common 
thing to see these devout people come to the services in old fashioned 
wooden shoes. One dear old sister told me how, in order to save 
on her only pair of shoes, she would walk barefooted with her stock- 
ings and shoes in hand, until almost at the church, then she would 
put them on and proceed. This procedure was followed again on 
the way home from church. 


The humorous incident told of John Nielsen, a young man who 
was living together with Hans Rasmussen in a log house located on 
the farm now owned by Julius Larsen, is no doubt familiar to many. 
Both men were anxious to attend church and both were poor and had 
no extra clothes in which to go. They finally agreed that Rasmussen 
should buy goods for a pair of overalls and that Nielsen should pay 
for getting them made up, and thus when they were ready they 
changed off going to church. 


Let us look inside; here we find a devout assembly. We are 
impressed that they are here for but one purpose, namely to wor- 
ship God in spirit and in truth. They sing heartily, although no musi- 
cal instrument is seen. We are told they think it wrong, and they 
could sing praises unto the Lord without it. First in 1877 was a 
small organ installed. The singing is led by their first deacon; our 
well known and honored, now departed brother, H. P. Jensen. 


When evening services were held, we find each worshipper bring- 
ing a candle along to the service. There is but one lamp, it is stand- 
ing on the pulpit by the preacher. The candles are lit while singing, 
and extinguished during the preaching of the sermon, then they are 
lit again for a closing hymn and the service is dismissed. 


Perhaps the most impressive scene is at the baptismal services. 
Mostly they were held at the beautiful nearby lake Geneva. The picture 
above is of “The Narrows,” a place where hundreds have been buried 
with Christ to arise out of the watery grave to live the risen life with 
the Savior. For a number of years, before baptistries were installed, 
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it was the custom to dig baptismal graves outside the church. These 
were usually dug in the northwest corner of the church yard: we have 
still a number of members in our midst who were baptized in these 
prepared graves; this was in the latter part of the seventies. 





WHERE HUNDREDS HAVE BEEN BAPTIZED 


Church Buildings 


*“__And have built an house for the Name of the Lord.” 
I. Kings 8:20. 


It was for His Name's sake, that the log church had been built; 
but already in the year of 1873 this first church building proved too 
small. It was voted to erect a new one end on a new site. The new 
site was chosen where our cemetery now is located; a little better 
than a mile from the village. The log church was then sold for 
$75.00, and the new church erected. Here a still larger company of 
people worshipped Sunday after Sunday, and in 1884 it was found 
necessary to enlarge the building. For ten vears the building was 
then used in its enlarged form, but in 1894 when it again proved too 
small, it was taken down, and a new and much larger structure was 
erected in its place. 








THE FORMER CHURCH BUILDING 
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The blessings of God poured out upon His people in this place 
cannot be numbered nor expressed. His gracious presence in their 
midst, when they assembled themselves together for worship, was 
powerfully felt, and seasons of great awakening took place here. The 
old church in the country will never be forgotten as long as people live 
who found God there, and met Him when He manifested His presence 
to the people. Finally it was considered advisable and still more 
practical to build a church in the little village that in the mean time 
had sprung up, and considering the growth of the village and many 





THE PARSONAGE 


other things it has proved a wise move. In the summer and fall of 
the year 1915 our present church structure was built. It was no 
easy thing to say goodby to the dear old church, how could it be? 
It was felt however that a still more aggressive work could be car 
ried on by conducting the church services in the village, and the 
missionary spirit prevailed, and thus the present church was erected. 
The undertaking took place in a very fortunate year. Building ma- 
terials were reasonable, and the building was erected at the total 
cost of $22,574.00. It was dedicated free from debt on Jan. ist, 1916. 
There can be no doubt but that the present church property stands at 
a value of at least $55,000.00. Next to God's good favor, and the Holy 
Spirit’s guidance, and the spirit of sacrifice and devotion on the part 
of the people, was the able leadership of their Pastor Rev. N. Nelson 
together with the building committee, the main factors in bringing 
about the responsible and extensive building program. Next to the 
church stands the attractive looking, modern parsonage, which was 
built the summer following, its estimated value is $5,000.00. 
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THE PRESENT CHURCH 





THE INSIDE 
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The Undershepherds 


“And He gave some—some pastors and teachers.” 
Eph. 4:11. 


Space does not permit, nor is it the purpose of the writer to 
describe the personal character and ability of the various Pastors 
the church has had during these past sixty years. This would not 
be necessary. These various men have established themselves in the 
heart and memory of the members. They are loved and respected 
by all; they are esteemed highly in love for their works sake. 

We have already seen that Br. N. Christensen served temporarily 
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REV. ADOLF CARLSEN 


as their first pastor, and that Br. Jens Hendriksen followed him in 
1864. It had been understood by many that Br. L. Jorgensen upon 
his return should serve as their pastor, and when finally he came, 
no small difficulty arose; it led to a division of the church. The one 
part elected Jorgensen, pastor, the other remained with Hendriksen. 
However time elapsed, and Jorgensen was called to Chicago. Then 
Rey. Adolf Carlsen from La Crosse, Wis., was called to fill Jorgensen’s 
place, and shortly after his coming reconciliation was brought about, 
and in 1871 the church was again united. Hendriksen and Carlsen 
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REV. J. S. LUNN 





REV. A. CARSTENSEN 
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REV. [VER LARSEN 
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REV. N. NELSEN 
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REV. C. H. HENNINGSEN 


were both to serve, changing off preaching for a year. Br. Carlsen be- 
gan work in Albert Lea, and Jens Hendriksen remained pastor at 
Clarks Grove until 1876. At this time Br. J. S. Lunn was elected 
pastor and served in this capacity until 1884. In a little biographical 
sketch, we find this interesting item written by himself: “The first 
time I stood before an audience to preach God’s word, was in a little 
joghouse at Clarks Grove, Minn. My first theme was abont the four 
kinds of ground into which the seed fell.””. Then for a period of two 
years the church was without a pastor. Rey. A. Carstensen was then 
called and served the church until the vear 1889. Again for three 
years the church was pastorless; services were conducted by the 
brethren, J. Lawsen and C, Jacobsen. In 1892 Rey. Iver Larsen of 
Minneapolis was called and this brother served the church for 15 
years. Under his long and able ministry the church experienced 
many wonderful blessings. In the winter of 1907, Rev. C. H. Hen- 
ningsen was called from Racine, Wis. He began his work in May the 
same year, and served the church for a period of six years, He 
was tollowed by Rev. N, Nelson from Chicago, who in 1919 was called 
to the church at Selma, Cal. The present pastor began his work 
on Dec. 2ist, 1919. 
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Seasons of Refreshing 


“Repent ye theretore, and be converted, that your sins 
may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shal) 
come from the presence of the Lord.” Acts 3:19. 


Such “times of refreshing’ did come. Although this church has 
had what we might call a steady growth in membership, it has had 
it's blessed seasons of refreshing from the presence of the Lord. In 
the year 1875-76, 27 persons were converted and baptized. This was 
when Brother L. Jacobsen was missionary. The following year 17 more 
were added by baptism. A still greater revival took place in 1879, 
when H. A, Reichenback was missionary. Fifty-five persons were then 
converted and baptized; many of them being from Blooming Prairie, 
and distant places. In 1885 another gracious revival came, Rev. E. 
L. Sundt being the instrument in Gods hand proclaiming His word to 
the salvation of souls; 45 were added by baptism. The years 1903-4 
were also years of special refreshing among the people. Fifty-five per- 
sons were converted, the pastor being assisted by Brother Gustav Mel- 
by. The year after 49 more were baptized, making a total of over 100 
converts in less than two years. Still other revivals have come over the 
church and community. During the pastorate of Rev. N. Nelson, at 
the time of dedication of the new church building in January, 1916, a 
great awakening came. The pastor was assisted by the Evangelistic 
Party P. C. Nelson and Clark. Following the meetings 77 were bap- 
tized. It would be interesting, could one read the secrets back of all 
these gracious visitations of spiritual quickening! We may be very 
sure that we should find, that God poured out his blessings because 
of the soulthirst and longing aiter him upon the part of His people. 
We should find that God came in these revivals because of earnest 
consecrated efforts upon the part of the workers in the Sunday school 
and B. Y. P. U., as well as in direct answer to the prayers of His 
people. Today again we are longing and looking for such blessed 
experiences, and as our thoughts go back to these days of bygone re- 
freshings we adoringly say: “This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvel- 
ous in our eyes.” Psa. 118; 23. 
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CHAPTER III. 
Organizations Within the Church 


“God gives each man one life, like a lamp, then gives 
That lamp due measure of oil. Lamp lighted— 
Hold high, wave wide 
Its comforts for others to share,” 
—Browning. 


The choosing of earnest, wholehearted, consecrated men and 
women has to a large extent been the secret of the past successes of 
the church. The principle laid down in Acts 6;3 has been followed 
the best the church knew how. “Wherefore, brethren, look yet out 





CHRIS E. RASMUSSEN 
Church Clerk 


among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and 
wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business.” The long record 
of service rendered by most of these men and women serve as ample 
testimony of their worth and devotion. The respective bodies of 
trustees and deacons have conscientiously and faithfully performed 
the task for God and their brethren in the church, and as a church 
we Owe them gratitude and honor. We shall now turn our interest to 
a brief sketch of the various organizations within the church. 
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THE PASTOR AND DEACONS 





THE PASTOR AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES 





THE WILLING WORKERS ADULT BIBLE CLASS, 
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The Sunday School 


“And daily in the temple, and in every house, they 
ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.” Acts 
542, 


Shortly after the organization of the church, the need of a Sun- 
day school was felt; and on the 4th day of August, 1864, a school was 
organized. Brother Hans Rasmussen became their first leader. In 1566 
the brethren J. S. Lunn and L. P. Lawson were elected teachers. How 
little they realized then how great and infiuential should be their 
work. It is doubtful that there has ever been a year, without a num- 
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ber of Sunday school scholars. having accepted Jesus Christ as their 
Lord and Master, having been added to the membership of the church 
This must be a great encouragement to the teachers and workers of 
the Sunday school. The picture above of Brother L. P. Lawson will 
revive many tender memories in the lives of folks who have been 
attending Sunday schoo! for the past half century. Brother Lawson 
was superintendent for over 50 years; and for many years teacher of 
the Willing Workers adult Bible class. He was an able Sunday school 
worker and leader, and will late be forgotten by those who were under 
his teaching. It is not possible to give a correct statement of funds col- 
lected in the Sunday school during these many years of its existence: 
the nearest correct sum Obtained from perusal of many records, 
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amounts to $5,661.52. During the last five years the school has gath 


ered $2,263.07. The school is progressing every year in number am 


r 


strength. The present Superintendent Andrew Hansen and the as 
sistant superintendent P. C. Sorenson, as well as the department 
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superintendents Walter Christensen and Mrs. Levi Petersen are lead- 
ing the school in an aggressive work. The present enrollment of the 
Sunday school is 356 scholars, 18 teachers, 7 officers and 17 classes, 
Not merely has the church carried on a systematic Sunday school 
work in the church itself, but has carried on the same type of work 
in various neighboring districts. Thus a Sunday school was organized 
in the early summer of 1900 at Summit, in Steele county. Brother 
J. C. Jensen was sent out by the church to assist in this work. The 
school elected him superintendent and he served in that capacity until 
the school ceased its work in the fall of 1919, chiefly on account of 
the people of that vicinity moving away. The enrolled membership 
was about 40, and as an Outcome of the work it appears that 22 came 
to accept Jesus Christ as their Savior and were baptized. Another 
similar Sunday school was kept up for a number of years in Riceland. 


The Young People’s Society. 


“Remember now thy creator in the days of thy youth.” Eecl. 12:1. 


How precious a thing is youthful energy and enthusiasm when 
turned into the channels of noble service for God and others! “Ye 
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shall not see my face,” saith Joseph to his brethren, “except you bring 
your younger brother with you.” How shall we behold the face of 
our blessed Lord, if we do not remember him in the days of our 
youth? For the purpose of bringing our young friends to Jesus 
Christ, a young people’s society was organized on October Ist, 1895. 
Rev. Jacob Anderson was elected president of the organization, and 
at the close of the first year the total membership was 66. It ap- 
pears that this organization which was carried on in the Danish lan- 
guage existed only for a year and a half. The second young people's 
society was organized Nov. 7th, 1911, with Brother C. C. Jensen as 
president. There were 28 charter members. This orranization was 
re-organized in November, 1920. Miss Adena Sorenson was appoint- 
ed young peoples director by the church and Miss Lavine Peterson 
was elected president of the society. 

It would be difficult to state what has been the extent of the work 
of the B. Y. P. U. during the years of its existence. It has helped to 
spread the Kingdom of God in several ways, besides offering the splen- 
did training for an active Christian life in the church and community 
to the young people influenced by its endeavors. Records being incom- 
plete we are unable to give correct figures as to amounts gathered 
for missionary purposes. Since 1913 or 1914 $1,450.56 have been gath- 
ered, $656.17 have been raised during the past five years. Prior to the 
taking of a New World Movement pledge of several hundred dollars, 
the society assisted in the Utah and Montana mission, and kept a 
native missionary in Congo, Africa, for a number of vears. 

The society is progiessing under the present leadership of Miss 
Mary Jensen, president. Miss Selma Jensen, vice-president, Mr. 
Lenord Jensen, secretary, Mr. Norman Jensen, treasurer. The present 
enrolled membership is 60. 


The Mission Aid Society 


“The women that publish the glad tidings are a mighty 
hast.”— Ps. 68:11. 


The truth of this passage will be seen in the following sketches 
dealing with our women’s work. They have been an influential factor 
in the development of the church, and have exerted a great influence 
upon the community at large, We call our sisters the weaker sex. 
and sometimes they are ignored; but we must admit and we do it 
gladly that they have carried as much as any, the burden of the 
church work. A bright little girl, eight or nine years old, who had 
heard much talk on the subject of woman's rights, came home from 
meeting one day, and asked in a somewhat indignant tone, “Mamma, 
what makes the minister always say amen? Why doesn't he ever say 
a woman?” 
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The first Ladies’ society was organized in October, 1875, and it 
was called the Ladies’ Mission society. Mrs. Nels Jensen, the mother 
of the late Prof. N. P. Jensen was elected as their first president, she 
was followed by Mrs. P. Johnsen. The primary aim of this organiza- 
tion has always been to promote missionary interest, and the greater 
part of their contributions have been divided for home and foreign 


missions. There seems to be no record whatever of their work dur- 
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ing the first 12 years, since then contributions in money have amount- 
ed to $4,439.35, of which $1,140.35 have been raised during the last 
five years. in 1892 a sewing society was organized, it was later 
called the Aid Saciety, inasmuch as its main purpose was to render 
aid to such as might be in need, first in the community and also in 
distant places. Later the meetings of this organization took the form 
Of prayer meetings held on the first Thursday of each month: it be- 
came more and more a missionary society, supporting a native mis- 
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sionary in Africa for many years. In the month of March, 1920, the 
Mission Circle as the first society was called for many years, and the 
Ladies’ Aid society were consolidated and the united organization was 
called “The Mission Aid Society.” Mrs. J. M. Jensen was the first 
president of the Aid society, she was followed later by Mrs. A. C. 
Larsen and others. Both societies have raised as near as can be 
made out from records on hand the total sum of $10,310.50. At the 
time of the great campaign of the New World Movement, the Mission 
Aid society pledged themselves for $1,000.00. The payments of the 
pledge being met every year. Mrs. L. O. Sorensen has for many years 
been the honorary president, unable to be present because of her 
feeble condition, she never fails to send her cheering messages in 
letter form to every meeting held. The present officers are: Hon- 
orary president, Mrs. L. O. Sorensen: president, Mrs. Charles Peter- 
son; vice-president, Mrs. Andrew Peterson; secretary, Mrs. Theo. 
Jorgensen; treasurer, Mrs. George Peterson. The total membership 
is 35 at the present time. 


The Farther Light Society 


“For God, who commanded the light to shine out of 
darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light 

of the knowledge of the giory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ.”—2 Cor. 4:6. 


Through the constant growth of the church, a large number of 
young foiks was found in her membership, and there was created a 
sincere desire that these might be trained in the Christian life and in 
the spirit of missions. As a result a group of young women met in 
the home of Rey. and Mrs. Iver Larson on December the 26th, 1902. 
After prayerful consideration they organized themselves into a Farther 
Light Society. Mrs. Andrew Peterson was elected their first pres- 
ident, and they started out with a membership of but eight. That 
God has placed his approval upon what took place that day, is evi- 
denced in many ways. The Farther Light Society has become one of 
the greatest means of blessing to the young women and girls of the 
church. Starting out with eight members in 1902 we find that they 
number at the time of this writing not less than 72. Under the able 
and devoted leadership of their president, Mrs. Julius Larson, and the 
loyal co-operation of every member it has become our strongest wom- 
en’s work within the church. Among its several aims, three outstand- 
ing objectives should be mentioned, First, its aim is to promote a 
better knowledge of missions. Second, to create a greater and deeper 
interest in the salvation of the world. Third, to help in the support 
of both foreign and home missions. 

What is true of the Mission Aid society and other organizations 
is true of the Farther Light society also, that statements can not be 
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given as to the real value of their work. God alone knows what they 
have meant in the furtherance of his kingdom, and in the spiritual 
and moral uplift of the church and community. The sum of money 
gaihered during the years amount to $3,008.79, of which $1,775.10 have 
been contributed during the last five years. Within the Farther Light 
society a White Cross chapter has been organized, and during the 
short time of its existence over 1,500 articles have been sent as has- 
pital supplies tor the foreign field. A very impressive meeting of the 
Farther Light society that will late be forgotten was the Thanks- 
giving service held in November, 1922, where a thank offering of over 
$200.00 was taken. This organization like the Mission Aid society 
also pledged $1,000.00 to the New World Movement and have more 
than met their pledge. The’ present officers are: President, Mrs. 
Julius Larsen; vice president, Mrs. John Hanson; secretary, Miss 
Florence Paulson; treasurer, Mrs. Arnold Peterson. In February, 
1923, it was decided to start a junior work for girls, under the direc: 
tion of the Farther Light society. The work was left with Miss 
Adena Sorenson and Mrs. A. W. Warren, and a young girls’ organiza- 
tion has been started under the name of The Worth While Girls. 
They number 33 members. The officers are: President, Miss Elsie 
Jorgensen; vice president, Miss Rhoda Jensen; secretary, Miss Ruby 
Feterson; treasurer, Miss Phyllis Hanson. I[t is their ardent desire 
to live and serve to the glory of Jesus Christ. and to inspire present 
and future generations to devotion and loyalty to the church and 
their Lord. 


The Choir 


“Jehoshaphat appointed singers unio the Lord.’—Il. Chron. 20:21. 


Thus we see it is no new atrangement to have a church choir. 
The religion of Jesus Christ is a joyful religion, that calls for loud 
expressions in song and praise. God’s people of old made use of spe. 
cial singers, and all sorts of instruments that could give expression 
to their emotion. Who ean tell what has been the effect of sacred 
song and music upon the Christian world? How many have not been 
won to Jesus Christ through the singing of gospel hymns? No won- 
der that even back in this second book of Chronicles we read of “all 
the singing men and singing women.” 2 Chron. 35:25. 

For many years the church has enjoyed two choirs, the senior 
choir serving at the morning services, and the junior choir at the eve- 
ning services. The present church pianist is Mrs. Irving Malmsten. 
graduate from the music department of the Pillsbury academy at 
Owatonna, Minn. Assistant pianist, Mrs. P. C. Sorenson. The fol- 
lowing will serve as an interesting list of names of such as have 
served the church as pianists during its history. Efforts have been 
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made to have the list complete: Mrs. August Broholm, Mrs. O. E. 
Jensen, Mrs. C. P. Jensen, Mrs. Richard Lawson, Mrs. P. C, Sorenson, 
Mrs. Arthur Paulson, Mrs. C. R. Jensen, Miss Lula Larson, Mrs. Anton 
Jensen, Mrs. Irving Malmsten. 





THE SENIOR CHOIR. 


CHAPTER IV. 


A Mother of Churches 


"l know that with consecration on the part of believers, 
separation from the world, disentanglement from  en- 
slaving sins, and a mighty baptism of the Holy Spirit, the 
church would become a conquering power in the world, 
not by its constructed theology, not by its Sabbath serv- 
ices, NOL by its arguments to convince the intellect, but 
by its simple story of Jesus's love, by the crass, the crass— 
God's hammer, God's fire.” 

—A. E. Kittredge, 


Thus by faithfulness to the simple, but yet so wonderful, message: 
of the cross, God's hammer, God's fire, the influence of the church be- 
came felt in far off regions. The church became a mother of churches! 
Kisewhere you find a long list of names of workers appointed by the 
church to go forth with the message of the cross. We find that be 
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side an annual sum of from $400 to $500 for the general missionary 
activities in the state, no small amount of financial assistance was 
given direct to the work in several places. On the request of the 
Minnesota conference in the year 1907, the church decided to con- 
tribute $400,00 a year to Brother A. Ericksen’s salary, who was sta- 
tioned at Fosston; this the church did gladly in spite of the fact that 
there were no Danish people in the vicinity of Fosston, the popula- 
tion being almost exclusively Norwegian. On account of that financial 
lift, the Fosston brethren began work in not less than three new 
fields. In the summer of 1904 the church secured and paid for a col- 
porter wagon used in the state work. Thus in many ways the gospel 
seed was sown, and fruit became visible as we shall see in the ‘ol- 
lowing. 


ALBERT LEA, MINNESOTA. Rey. J. S. Lunn tells us, that when 
Rev. Adolf Carison ceased to be pastor at Clarks Grove, he at once 
began work at Albert Lea, and God blessed his efforts. He found 
several Danish Baptists in the membership of the American church, 
and also others who had not united with any. Shortly after a Sun- 
day school was organized and started in the S, C. Jansen home a little 
south of town; and soon the desire was created to organize a church 
where the mother tongue should be used in an effort to win the Scan- 
dinavian people. We read in “Den Danske Evangelist” for May, LS7/, 
the following from Albert Lea, written by Brother A. Carlsen and 
dated Feb. 14th: “There were found Swedish and Danish Baptists 
here in town and surrounding vicinity. I have conducted meetings 
here for two years, and we have now organized into a church under 
the name “The Scandinavian Union Baptist Church of Albert Lea.” 
We number 12 members.” Many brethren have done a fine construc- 
tive work with the Albert Lea church. Brother Carlson was elected 
its first pastor and labored there for five years and God honored his 
labors and souls were added to the church. The present pastor is 
Rev. M. C. Carstensen. 


ALDEN, MINNESOTA. The first preacher visiting Alden was 
Rev. H. A. Reichenbach. Others followed him, the church here had for 
long periods at times sent men to Alden for missionary purposes. 
Steady work, however, was first kept up when Rev. Adolf Carlsen 
from Clarks Grove, and Rey. R. Christoffersen from Albert Lea, 
changed off going there for about a year’s time. In 1885 Brother 
Carlsen had the joy of seeing the fruit from his labors. Souls were 
saved, and on Nov. 22nd, 1885, in the home of brother and sister J. 
C. Johnson a chureh was organized, consisting of 10 members. Dec. 
26th of the same year the church was recognized, and Brother Carl- 
sen became its first pastor, serving for four years, although he lived 
on his farm near Clarks Grove. The present pastor is Rey. C. 
Nielsen. 


BLOOMING PRAIRIE, MINNESOTA. The church here had appoint- 
ed Brother J. S. Lunn to travel as their missionary as much as time 
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and money would permit. In due course he came to Blooming Prairie, 
and held a number of meetings. In the year 1879 great spiritual 
awakenings came to the Clarks Grove church and it reached to Bloom- 
ing Prairie also. Many were saved and they came to Clarks Grove 
to be baptized and united with the church. it was a long distance to 
come whenever they desired to attend service, but faithfully they 
came the long way in their lumber wagons, starting as early as 4 
o'clock in the morning. God repayed their efforts. On Feb, 17th, 
1885, a church was organized with 17 members all from Clarks Grove. 
The following summer a little church was built. Rev. J. S. Lunn be- 
came its first pastor, and the present pastor is Rev. Robert Nelson. 


BROWN COUNTY, MINNESOTA. Concerning the work here we 
read that in the summer of 1867, a number of families from Raymond, 
Wis., and Clarks Grove, Minn., came to Brown county. The same fall, 
Sept. 2$th, 1867, a church was organized, Missionary L. Jorgensen as- 
sisted them. The brethren L. Jacobsen, H. A. Reichenbach, QO. E. 
Jensen, J. S. Lunn and others visited them now and then, and for a 
time the work prospered. Brother C. H. Bolvig, our present state 
missionary, visits Brown county occasionally to encourage the few 
members left. 


CEDAR FALLS, IOWA. While Rev. Jens Hendriksen was pastor 
of the church here, he began work at Cedar Falls, lowa. Several were 
baptized as a result of his work. Others, J. S. Lunn, A. Carlsen, L. 
Jacobsen, went to Cedar Falls now and then, and souls were saved. 
All of them were privileged to baptize believers, and in 1878 a church 
was organized. Today more than ever an important and progressive 
work is carried on, in the beautiful new church building erected dur- 
ing the pastorate of Rev, I. Fredmund. The present pastor is Rev. 
J. D. Vinding. 


KASSON, MINNESOTA. In the summer of 1871 Rev. Jens Hen- 
driksen was privileged to baptize six believers near Kasson, Minn. 
Brother J. S. Lunn from Clarks Grove was no doubt the main in- 
strumentality in God’s hand to the establishment of the work at Kas- 
son. A request was presented from the Kasson friends that Brother 
J. S$. Lunn be ordained, this was done and he continued to preach for 
them, and several became converted and were baptized. In October, 


1876, a church was organized. In 1902 the church united with the 
American church. 


MARTIN COUNTY, MINNESOTA. We find that in 1878 a num- 
ber of our members went west to Martin county, Minnesota, they 
were 12 in all, and soon they obtained their letters of membership 
and a little church was organized. For some reason we find that 
shortly after most of them moved to Gilmore City, lowa, where later 
a church was organized, and consequently the church in Martin county 


ceased to exist. The remaining members united with the American 
church there. 
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OLDHAM, SOUTH DAKOTA. Likewise a number of members 
left for Oldham, S. D., where also in due season a church was or- 
ganized. Later they united with the American church, and it is now 
called “The Baptist Church of Oldham, 8S. D.” 


STORDEN, MINNESOTA. We have already seen elsewhere in 
this book, that the Clarks Grove church in 1877 sent their missionaries 
to Cottonwood county to encourage and relieve our Danish people 
there who had suffered great losses from the grasshopper plague. An 
entrance was given them so that they could minister to their spiritual 
welfare as well as materially. Brother Martin Nielsen seems to have 
been the main instrumentality in God’s hand for this work. On the 
12.h of July, 1879, a church was organized. Brother Nielson was or- 
dained and became the first pastor of the church. Others have done 
aggressive work with the church. The present pastor is Rev. Andrew 
Petersen. 


Much could be written concerning the work of these respective 
churches, but that has not been the object of these limited remarks. 
God is moving on blessing his people in these places, and they are a 
credit to their mother church, and a distinct glory to God. 
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CHAPTER V. 


Items of Special Interest 
“Work is our business; its success is God’s.”—Ruskin. 


The annual church picnic has always been a great event in the life 
of the church. It has been the custom for many years to come to- 
gether on the 4th of July at Lake Geneva. Early in the morning we 
will find the appointed picnic committee busy at work making the 
necessary preparations for a real enjoyable day in the woods by the 
lake. In the middle of the forenoon the big crowd would gather 
around the specially arranged platform, and after proper devotional 
exercises, one or more would speak as a rule touching upon the his- 
tory of the nation, or some special issue of the hour, perhaps a tem- 
perance speaker followed with a direct devotional meditation. Dur- 
ing the meeting, the social committee would have the huge iron kettles 
over the roaring bonfire filled with boiling water for the coffee to be 
supplied to sometimes many hundred people. Indeed people would 
come from far and near to this annual gathering, where a splendid 
spirit of fellowship always was prevalent. Brother and sister Jens 
Otteson deserves much credit for thus year after year opening their 
woods by the lake for these church picnics and for many other occa- 
sions. Many a baptismal service has been held there by the “Nar- 
rows,” and as a rule the Otteson home was opened for the candidates 
after the ordinance had been administered. 

Since the year 1882 it has been the custom of the church twice 
annually to take a special offering for needy fellow believers in Den- 
mark. Every January Ist and July 4th this special offering is taken, 
and great is the satisfaction of knowing that the difficulties of others 
have to some little measure at least been eased by this act of thought- 
fulness. The church has always taken a great interest in the devyelop- 
ment of Baptist work in Denmark, and has given assistance ta the 
building of more than one church in the Fatherland. 

In the summer of 1877 the harvest was threatened by enormous 
swarms of grasshoppers. Many efforts were made to overcome them, 
tar barrels were used, rolling them over the fields, but it seemed al- 
most fruitless. In compliance with the proclamation of the governor, 
Mr. Pillsbury, the church united with other Christian bodies in earnest 
prayer for the eradication of the plague. It is a fact that shortly after 
the grasshoppers disappeared, and the people rejoiced and gave Gad 
the glory tor answered prayer. 

Long service has been rendered by many officers of the church. 
Qur dear old, and recently departed brother, H. P, Jensen, served as 
deacon of the church for 58 years. He was the first deacon ever 
elected. Our brother, J. P. Larsen, hag served as trustee for over 
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48 years, and has for many years been chairman of the board. Not 
merely has he been a trustee for these many years, but has served 
the church as treasurer for over 40 years. Our brother, L. O. Soren- 
son, has served as deacon for over 42 years, and as a Sunday school 
teacher for over 36 years. Soren Jacobsen served the church as sec- 
retary for over 35 years. The list would be very long should we give 
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Deacon for 58 Years Deacon for Many Years 


the names of everybody who has served a longer period of time. L. 
P. Lawson, Christian Nielson, J, W. Peterson served as trustees for 
over 25 years. Peter Johansen, Christen Jacobsen have served as 
deacons for over 25 years, and no doubt many others should be men- 
tioned. 

The Farmers Mutual Insurance Association of Bath, Freeborn 
county, was born within the church in the year 1877. Its first president 
was H. P. Jensen. He was followed by J. P. Larsen, who served as 
president for over 25 years. He again was followed by his son, 
Julius Larsen. 

The Clarks Grove Co-operative creamery was likewise born with- 
in the church. The question was in the mind of many, “Why should 
the church confine its duties to spiritual guidance? Why should it 
not point the way to greater development of talents and means that 
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lay within reach, and that would serve to the good of the community?” 
Thus it was that on January 28, 1890, a meeting was called at the 
church. It opened with prayer and then followed an interesting dis- 
cussion on the creamery enterprise, that led to its establishment. 
The story is well known how that H. P. Jensen had been in Denmark 
in 1884 and seen the great progress in Danish dairying. All the way 
back to America he treasured the idea that a co-operative creamery 
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ought to do as well among Minnesota farmers as it had done and was 
doing in Denmark. Upon his return he became an ardent spokesman 
for the creamery enterprise, and associated with several enthusiastic 
helpers, problems were overcome and a creamery association or- 
ganized. J. P. Larsen, also one of the first promoters of the system, 
was elected its first president. He served in this capacity for over 
20 years. The present president is P. C. Sorenson. The state agri- 
cultural department did not forget either, that with this creamery 
the co-operative creamery system was born into the state, and has 
been a mighty factor in the prosperity of the farmers. In the sum- 
mer of 1917 the agricultural] department of the Minnesota State 
University issued a beautiful honorary certificate to H. P. Jensen in 
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recognition of his influence and services for the establishment of 
the creamery. A letter from the same department told that such a 
similar certificate was planned and issued to L. P. Lawson. Thus and 
in many other ways the church has been a great force for not merely 
the spiritual but also the moral and material interests of the com- 
munity. 


During the late world war the church and its various organiza- 
tions were represented in the service by 34 men and women. Upon 
entering the church we find on the wall facing the entrance a beauti- 
fully framed service flag containing 34 stars, some of them have 
turned into gold, others into silver. Several of these noble men and 
women died in the service of their country. Two were killed out- 
right in battle, others died in camp or upon their return as a result of 
contracted weaknesses. Several were wounded in battle. It is to be 
feared, however, that this record is not sufficiently correct and that 
others should possibly be mentioned. 


Of pastors who have served the church, A. Carstensen, C. H. 
Henningsen, N. Nelson, are still living. They are expected at the 
jubilee festivities, together with such others as have served the 
church as special workers and missionaries. 


In the beginning of the eighties it was the blessed privilege of 
the church to meet at the Baptismal waters once every month for 20 
successive months. Several times more than 10 were baptized dur- 
ing this special season of refreshings from the Lord. 


On October 11th, 1913, the church celebrated its 50 years jubilee, 
with special big activities for the occasion. Rev. Iver Larsen gave 
the jubilee sermon; two charter members were still living to enjoy 
the occasion. Mrs. Nels Larsen and Mr. Christian Nielson, Rev. L. 
Jorgensen, who assisted in the organizing of the church was also 
present. The following year the Sunday school celebrated its semi- 
centennial with similar special rejoicing. 


A beautiful example is that left us by old brother Nels Anderson. 
He came to these paris of the country at the time when the church 
was parted in two on account of misunderstanding. He tells of how 
in those early days he built his litthe home south of the village. He 
and his wife decided to plant some trees outside their new home, and 
the first tree they called “Faithfulmess,” that should remind them 
of mutual faithfulness and loyalty to God and His cause. The second 
they called “Sacrifice,” a beautiful tree indeed to foster. A third was 
called “Truth,” a very valuable tree. A fourth was called “Love,” a 
very costly tree indeed. The story goes on, but it is mentioned 
here as an example worth following for others, and does it not prove 
that it is not to be wondered at, that God blessed His people here, 
with such type of devotion on the part of its members? 


The denominational archive has had its home with the church, 
since the new church building was erected in 1915. A special fire 
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proof vault was built in the basement of the church; it was found, 
however, that the various books and documents suffered from the 
dampness of that particular quarter, and a room was fitted for it in 
the church tower. Any one who is’ particularly interested in the 
history of Danish Baptists of America is cordially welcomed to the 
Archive, and no one should ever visit the church without visiting 
the Archive alsa. 

A 25 year jubilee of the Ladies’ Aid society was held on March 
16th, 1918. It was an all day session, The officers and all the charter 
members were seated on the platform. Mrs. George Peterson, the 
secretary, gave a very interesting historical sketch of the work of 
the society. The special jubilee speaker invited for the occasion was 
Mrs. N. S. Lawdahl, of Des Moines, lowa. Mrs. A. T. Jensen, the 
president of the society, acted as chairman at the sessions. 

The above items of special interest, together with many others 
that could be mentioned, serve as ample evidence that the church has 
understood the meaning of the scripture telling us that we are here, 
not to be ministered unto, but to minister. May we ever all of us 
learn the luxury of doing good, remembering with Harrison that self- 
seeking has no centennial, and that the heart benevolent and kind 
the most resembles God. Surely doing nothing for others is the un- 
doing of oneself. Is the day dark? ‘Then the clearer is the call for 
us 10 shine, 


CHAPTER VI. 


Members of the Church Who Have Entered 
the Ministry and Missionary Work 


“This is the ministry and its work—not to drill hearts 
and minds and consciences into right forms of thought and 
mental postures, but to guide to the living God who 
speaks.” 


—F. W. Robertson, 


In opening this very interesting chapter, we may well be reminded 
of the words from Bishop Huntington; “Every impulse and stroke 
of missionary power on earth is from the heart of Christ. He sows, 
and there is a harvest. He touches nations, and there arises brother- 
hood, not merely civilized by His light, but sanctified by His love. 
The isles of the ocean wait for Him. He spreads His net and gathers 
of every kind, and Jo! the burden of the sea is not only fishes, but 
fishermen, who go and gather and come again. If there are activity, 
free giving, ready going, a full treasury, able men who say, “Here am 
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I, send me,” it is because through all the organization Christ lives, 
and His personal spirit works. There is no possible other spring for 
that enthusiasm.” In turning to the history of the church we find 
that Christ did and does indeed live in the midst of His people, and 
that His personal spirit works and stirs and calls men and women 
into His blessed service. 


The following list of names will to some appear altogether too 
brief, but it is only the purpose to give a few dates and facts con- 
nected with their past relation to the church. As these names are 
read, may we lift our hearts to God, not merely in gratitude, but 
also in supplication, that others may be raised up to enter His serv- 
ice, and go His errand. “The harvest is great, but the workers are 
few. Pray, therefore, the Lord of the harvest, that He will send 
forth workers into His Harvest.”’—Lk. 10:2. 


1. Niels Christensen, was recommended for the Christian min- 
istry and ordained the same date as the church was organized, and 
called to be its temporary pastor. A few years later he became an 
Adventist. 


2. J. S. Lunn was converted as a young boy 11 or 12 years of 
age. At the age of 14 he refused to go to the priest for instruction 
prior to confirmation. As a 21-year-old young man he came to this 
country with Rev. P. H. Dam, and he found his church home in Ray- 
mond, Wis., where he remained a few years; later with his young 
wife he came to Clarks Grove from Chicago. They made the trip 
with one horse and a little wagon in which was found practically all 
their belongings. In 1866 he was elected Sunday school teacher by 
the church. Later he was asked to preach occasionally when the 
pastor was absent. Later again he was sent by the church to various 
Danish settlements to preach the unsearchable riches of Christ. 
In the year 1871 he went to school at Waseoja, Minn. Upon the 
request of the Kasson believers he was ordained in 1873. A church 
was organized at Kasson primarily as a result of Brother Lunn’s labors. 
It is indeed doubtful that any Danish Baptist preacher has ever 
preached the word of God on sO many new fields as Brother Lunn; 
likewise it is doubtful that any Danish preacher traveled more thou- 
sands of miles with horse and wagon than he did; being tireless in 
his endeavors to publish the glad tidings. He served four churches, 
and traveled as missionary more or less for many years. On Oct. 
30th, 1909, God called him to be with Himself. 


38. James Lawson was baptized on July 4th, 1866, by Rev. J. 
Hendriksen. In the year 1875 the church encouraged him to enter 
missionary service. He was ordained in the church here on Dee. 
19th, 1882. He served the church as missionary for a number of 
years; later was pastor at Kasson, Minn.; later again missionary in 
North Dakota and pastor of the church in Danunybrook, N. D. for 
six years. Forced to resign on account of poor health, he now lives 
on his homestead in North Dakota, 
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4. N. P. Jensen was converted at the age of 12 years, came to 
Clarks Grove, Minn., with his parents from Denmark as a young man 
and became a member of the church here, He was recommended to 
the seminary at Morgan Park, Htil., in the fall of 1875. In 1878 he 
became pastor of the First Danish Baptist church of Chicago, LIL, he 
served the church for five years, and took some postgraduate work 





JAMES LAWSON 


with the American theological department, taking his B. D. degree 
in 1880. The same year he was appointed assistant to Professor 
idgren at the Scandinavian department at Morgan Park. He divided 
his time between the church and the seminary. In the year 1884 he 
started the Danish-Norwegian theological seminary at Morgan Park, 
lil., and entered into mission relations with Denmark and Norway the 
same year. Many brethren from our respective churches as well as 
from Denmark and Norway have been under his training and instruc- 
tion, and he has been in spite of his early demise a great factor and 
instrument in God's hand for the development and growth of our de- 
nomination. He was forced on account of ill health to go to California 
in December, 1894; he died May 13th, 1895, at the age of 43 years. 
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5. Martin Nielson was in the later seventies appointed by the 
church to do missionary work, being sent to Cottonwood county. 
Later he was ordained in the church here, and returned to Cotton- 
wood county where he served as pastor for a number of years. 


6. Hans E. Nielsen came with membership from Denmark to 
this church in 1884. He was appointed one of several brethren to 





PROF. N. P. JENSEN 


serve the church during a pastorless period. Was ordained, and later 
became pastor of the church at Alta, lowa. He lives at present at 
Newell, lowa. 

7. Carl Jensen came with membership from Denmark to this 
church in 1874, and was recommended to the Morgan Park seminary 
in 1878. Was pastor of the Council Bluffs, Iowa, church, where he 
was ordained in the fall of 1878. He has served several churches, 
and lives now in Minden, Neb. 


8. Jacob Anderson was baptized and united with the church in 
1884. He felt strongly God's call to service from the year 1886 and 
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on. Was recommended to the seminary at Morgan Park, UL, and 
graduated from same. He was ordained at Camp Douglas, Wis., in 
1905. Has been pastor at Camp Douglas, Wis., Union Grove, Wis., and 
Humboldt, lowa. Jacob Anderson was at one time the honored treas- 
urer of the Danish Baptist general Conference of America. 


§. Robert Nelson was baptized and became a member of the 
church in 1896. About five vears later he felt God’s call to service. 
Has received training at Pillsbury academy and at the University of 
Minnesota. Was licensed to preach by the church here in 1905. Has 
held several pastorates, the present being at Blooming Prairie, where 
he has served as pastor for many years. 


10. Fred W. Madsen was baptized Jan. 11th, 1903, and felt soon 
the call of God for service. He received training at Pillsbury acad- 
emy, Qwatonna, Minn., Dennison university, Granville, Ohio, Southern 
Baptist Theological seminary, Louisville, Ky. Was ordained by the 
church on Feb. 8th, 1916. Has held several pastorates, now serving 
the First Baptist church of Spencer, Iowa. 


11. Harvey Peterson became a member of the church here in 
the year 1912, and felt called to Christian service in the summer of 
1915. He received training at Pillsbury academy and the Moody Bible 
Institute of Chicago, fl. Was licensed to preach by the church Sept. 
1, 1920. Was ordained to the gospel ministry by the church Sept. 
9th, 1922. Is at present serving as pastor of two churches at Kent 
City, Mich. 


12. Miss Mary Peterson, now Mrs. Mary C. Malmsten of Minne- 
apolis, Minn., was conyerted at the age of 13 and baptized, united with 
the church Feb. 14, 1880. Very early she felt God’s call to service, and 
at the age of 20 she dedicated herself to work for Him. A year later 
she entered the Woman’s Baptist Missionary Training School of Chi- 
cago, IIL, from which she graduated in 1888. She served as church 
missionary in the Danish-Norwegian Baptist church of Minneapolis, 
Minn. 


13. Miss Minnie K. Nielson, now Mrs. C. J. Madison of Minne- 
apolis, Minn., was converted Sept. 2nd, 1894, and baptized into the 
church Oct. 7th, 1894. When converted she realized that she was 
saved to serve Jesus. She entered the Baptist Missionary Training 
School of Chicago, Ill, in September, 1903, and graduated in June, 
1905. She served as pastor’s assistant of the Logan Square Nor- 
wegian Baptist church of Chicago, UL, for four years, and became mis- 
sionary at Eljjis Island, N. Y., under the Woman's Baptist Home Mis- 
sion Society. After her marriage in 1912 she served for a year as 
church visitor of the First Baptist church of Minneapolis, Minn. For 
10 years she has conducted chapel service at one of the city hospitals, 
and for five years served as superintendent of the industrial school 
among the poorest children of the city. 
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14. Miss Adena Sorenson was converted and baptized into fel- 
lowship with the church in the year 1892, for a continued period of 
years she felt herself drawn to Christian service, and in 1901 she defin- 
itely decided to enter upon Christian work. She went to the Baptist 
Missionary Training School of Chicago, 111, in 1904, and graduated in 
1906. In addition she took some academic work, and in 1906 took 
“the special course” at Columbia School of Oratory, Chicago, Ill. She 
served as church missionary in the Immanuel Baptist church, Chicago, 
Ill., from November, 1906, to November, 1915. She was secretary to 
Mr. A. B. Higman, Benton Harbor, Mich., for a period of four years, 
thus holding a still larger field of service, it including the local church, 
the city, the county and the state. 


15. Miss Marie A. Anderson, now Mrs. M. A. Larson of St. Paul, 
Minn., was baptized and united with the church April 1, 1900. In 
September, 1906, she entered the Baptist Missionary Training School 
of Chicago, Ill. She served as church missionary in the Norwegian- 
Danish Baptist church of St. Paul, Minn. 


16. Miss Sadie N. Jenson was converted and united with the 
church at the age of 10 years. For several years she felt God's cal! 
to service, and in the year 1917 she decided to train herself for Chris- 
tian work. She entered the Northwestern Bible School of Minne- 
apolis, Minn., in 1918, and graduated April 30th, 1921. Since then 
she has been connected with the Florence Crittenden Home of Fargo, 
N. D. 


17. Miss Esther Marie Jorgensen was converted at the age of 
10 years. She united with the church, being baptized in 1906. In 
1915 she entered training at the Naeve hospital at Albert Lea, linn. 
She graduated as nurse in 1918. Feeling assured that God was calling 
her to missionary service she entered the Baptist Missionary Trainu- 
ing School of Chicago, Ill., in September, 1920, and finished her train- 
ing there this year. She has applied for service on the foreign field. 

18. Miss Muriel Lawson was converted and united with the 
church by baptism in 1914. Dedicating her life to definite Christian 
service, she went to the Moody Bible institute of Chicago, Ill, in the 
fall of 1920. On the 18th of August, 1921, she was united in mar- 
yiege to Rev. Harvey Peterson, now of Kent, Mich. 





v 
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CHAPTER VIL. 


The Relation of the Church to Kingdom In- 


terests 


“And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature.”—Mark 16:16, 


“May God direct in the path of duty,” wrote the great missionary 
Adoniram Judson at one time from Burma to the corresponding sec- 
retary of the home office. God’s path of duty goes beyond home in- 
terests and reaches out to the uttermost corners of the earth. The 
members of the church caught this vision, and a strong interest for 
missions has ever been prevailing in their midst. Consequently the 
interest of the church has centered itself around any denominational) 
missionary enterprise. The church has stood in heartiest co-opera- 
tion with the Danish Baptist Genera) Conference of America, the 
Danish-Norwegian state conference of Minnesota, the Minnesota Bap: 
tist state convention, the Northern Baptist convention with its various 
home and foreign mission societies. It has taken an active part in 
denominational affairs both as to the giving of council and financial 
aid. By turning to the chapter giving the names of men and women 
who have entered Christian service from its midst, you can not help 
but be convinced of the sincere and deep devotion to Kingdom in- 
terests. The giving to the denomination of such men as the late 
Prof. N. P. Jensen, J. S. Lunn, and several others of our pioneer 
preachers, together with a number of noble unselfish women, is 
strong evidence of the church's deep rooted desire to fulfill Christs 
command to “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature.” By taking a look at the financial statistical tables, you 
will find that about 65% of all finances gathered have gone to mis- 
sionary and benevolent purposes. During the recent campaign of our 
denomination, the church pledged to the so-called “New World Mave- 
ment” the sum of $20,685.78. 


Besides the reguiar pastors of the church, a jarge number of work- 
ers, both ordained preachers and laymen, have been engaged by the 
church to do missionary work, and thus had their names upon the 
church payroll. Our well known and beloved brother, Rev. C. H. 
Bolvig, served as missionary of the Clarks Grove church from Feb. Ist, 
1912, to Sept. ist, 1920, the church paying the half of his salary, the 
A. B. P. 8. the other half. Many other men have served under cer- 
tain financial arrangements. Brother J, A. H. Johnson and Olaf Bnget 
served as our missionaries for a while in North Dakota. Still others: 
Brother H. A. Reichenbach, Laust Jacobsen, Martin Nielsen, James 
Lawson, Christen Jacobsen, Christian Larson, Car] Peterson, P. Jen- 
toft, L. O. Sorenson, Jacob Andersen, Marcus Hansen, C. F. Hansen, 
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A. $. Andersen, John Christensen, J. C. Jensen, A. Bricksen, Hans 
EK. Nielsen, James Larsen, all of which have received some financial 
remuneration for their services. Of the above named brethren, it 
should be noticed that Adolf Carlsen, beside serving for a while as 





REV. C. H. BOLVIG 
For Nine Years Church Missionary 


pastor, also for nearly 20 years continued to travel, working and 
preaching as he had occasion, giving in due seasons reports of his 
work to the church, Christen Jacobsen served in a similar period of 
20 years. James Lawson for about 15 years. Thus the influence of 
the church was felt far and near, and Jesus Christ made known and 
glorified, Many can no doubt still remember that in the later 
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seventies, Cottonwood county was tormented by grasshoppers, and 
that the people of that county were greatly in need. From rec- 
ords available we find, that on Jan. 22, 1877, Brother Martin Nielsen, 
a young and able brother who had just started preaching, was elected 
by the church to go to said county and distribute a gift taken up by 
the church for the assistance of such as were in need. We find that 
God gave him an entrance among the people. Later Rev. H. A. 
Reichenbach was sent by the church to assist him, and finally an ap- 
peal came from the people of the county that Brother Nielsen be or- 
dained and appointed pastor of the little church that in the meantime 
had been organized; the church complied with their request, and Bro- 
ther Nielsen was ordained, Many other interesting events could be told, 
that together with these mentioned would cause much rejoicing. May 
the example left us from these bygone days inspire future generations 
to real wholehearted service for the Kingdom of our Master. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 


CHURCH SIAPTISTICS 


“The Lord added to them daily such as were being 
saved.”—Acts 2:47 R. V. 


MEMBERSHIP. 


YEARS ADDITIONS TOTAL OUTGOING MEMBERSHIP 
By By By Letters, 

Baptism Letter, ete. Ete. Year Ending 
1863-1873..... 23 116 139 42 BET espa 97 
1873-1883..... 144 82 226 101 IS83i..65.. 222 
1883-1893..... 153 52 205 161 a 266 
1893-1903..... 169 37 206 163 Sl) 309 
1903-1913..... 115 102 217 201 {i 5} ee 325 
1913-1923. «.... 176 63 239 156 39S osc we 408 

Total. ...s...«.» 780 452 1,232 $24 Jan.3l 23 ....... 408 


“Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all 
that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, unto 
him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world 
without end.”—Hph. 3: 20-21. 


RECELPITS 


“A gift is as a precious stone in the eyes of him that 
hath it; whithersoever it turneth, it prospereth.”—Proy. 
17:8. 


Following is a table showing receipts of money by decades: 


RROD bbe adc LOOKED Nol ade O RS wale ees $ 618.61 
I ib nsrsrntinki sacri sanity acrmmen aphasia cae catuaieanad 7,524.23 
PORTO Rs oasis 0 cae cares ciexeumenewawrakaes 14,635.00 
S008 2008: cas ecccrew riretenanncwemwawens 33,724.00 
BOOS ORG ooo sas Sak CWT cas HRT REoN 43,825.00 
TOUS TOGR . 255 5o 0a os 5. see wea Sees 91,493.58 

Estimate for 1938. .. 0... 5:2 ccccecsces 8,179.58 

Total receipts 1863-1923.............. $200,000.00 


A close perusal of records available reveals that about 65 per 
cent of receipts has been expended for missions and benevolent pur- 
poses and 35 per cent for the local church work. 
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RECEIPTS COMBINED WITH ORGANIZATIONS. 








Total: receipts From. tNE CHULCH....0<:.-0:0:0:0 2:9:0:9:0-0:0:9:910 8 69:8 9:0)88 $200,000.00 
Receipts available from Sunday school.................5- 5,661.62 
Receipts available from B. Y. P. U. since the year 1913.... 1,450.56 
Receipts available fram Mission Aid society, being the Mis- 
sion Circle and the Ladies’ Aid combined............. 10,310.30 
Receipts available from Farther Light society............ 3,008.79 
TOtel TEGGIRS csesescans mrwweeenwwawenn Oiae-wew eae were $220,431.17 


“Go break to the needy sweet charity’s bread; 
For giving is living,” the angel said. 

“And must I be giving again and again?” 

My peevish and pitiless answer ran. 

“Oh, no,” said the angel, piercing me through, 
“Just give till the Master stops giving to you!” 





J. P. LARSEN 
Church Treasurer 


in connection with the church jubilee, Brother J, P. Larsen can 
celebrate his 40th year jubilee as treasurer of the church. In these 
many years the brother has safeguarded the finances of the church, 
amounting to nearly $200,000.00. He has also served the church as 
trustee for nearly 50 years. 
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A. W. WARREN 
The Present Pas*or 





